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From desperation to Dal
Uniworsity T-shintholped shupe fonmer elild soldier's jourmoy from the dopthy
By OHRIS LAMBIR $ent Harsrer
Tlwi, Qs e 5

Bomn inan, Ethlomlan prison, #l Elies Mebrate knaw by
the age of 10 was how 10 clean the guards' guns.

. By 14 he was Iearmng to-train his own fifie gn the
anemy,

"That was the only opportunity | had to eurvive ™ ha
sald Wednesday: in Halifax, "instead of just sitling and
dreaming of bread, it's better to go.and fight and te gel
that bireag.”

Fretmear Bthiegin shiddf ealdlen-Eiteg
Mot b Intervigveadat Dalhousio
Uraveraity 3 Mallfiason Wodnt\uwy.
{Yind I\HOC} 14T Bty ’

: After spending hls frst decade bahingd bars, guards
feloased him.of the Birests of Behlr Dar, a city In norlbwest Ethlopla, Bulthey kept his

mother,.a politicelprigoner. Sa he elept in & ahureh and "borrowst” caing pwple ‘dropped in
front.of a salm's statue.

Faur years Iater. the Homeless boy begged the Ethioplen army iu lel bim enlist, He was told
he was too veung. "Then | asked them agaln and again."

F'ersistenca paid off, and @ week later he wai 2sued a untiorm, "At least | got clothes to
nover myself, loed,”

Severai {imea over {he hext four yers, he fought sofdiers from the Elhlcplan Feople S
Liberglion Army-wher atlacked camps where he wag tralning, Mortar fita and rockate ralned
around him,

"Oempared wlm Canadian ohildran, | didn't sea childhcod atall, I've never playeti soucer
outgide on the ﬂaid N

At 18 he ran away from tha military and matie his way to Kenya, After warkmg B 3 sacurily
guard foran intemational hatel chaln, he wolnd ug In & refugee vamp and wag sentio.
Canata a deoade lster for resettlernsnt

A, Mebrate\ now 38, 1s I the Fnal yearofa management degree program at Dalhousle
Unlverslty His raute to the Insﬂtution was-anything bt canventianal,

Atthe rafugee camp, & Canadian ministar gave him a hag of &ld siething for Christmas. One
of the denajed T-shirts said Daihpusle Univarsily across the front,

80| was wearlng It but | didn't Knew what it was)," he.caid, "After | came hete, the it Job 1
tjol was st ihe Purdy's Whar towers,"

Hs was alearing an office when he _imtlced a.Dal digloma on the wall and reallzed the
univarety was in Halifax, | sald, ‘I sm galng-{a have are afthese degrees befora I e, ™

Mr, Mebrata applled a5 a mature sludent ang Wse. aogepted on lhla taadilion ot mdinigining
gaod grades.

He has an exam In otporate finance totiay botinstead of studying on Wednesday, he

~ partigipaled in a Hallfax workehop simad at fnding ways 1 end the-uge of childran In wer,
The Child Soldlsﬂnitlative. whigh staged Ine-evant, hopss [ have & small team werking In
Aftloa by nexd year,
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"The bast thing s just to glve them the opponunity to ba engaged, alther In sport or
aducation” sald Mr, Mebrate, who hopes 1ofind & carger with the Unitad Matlons refugee
aganey,

The LN estimatas aboul 500,600 children are bélng foreed 1o right in warg around tha waerld,
mainly In-gub-8aharan Africa,

"W tould be talking about elght-yeanolds," seid Shelly Whitman, the deputy director of
Dal's Centre far Forslgn Palisy Studles, who tgaches.a course on children and war.

Ken Eyre of the Pearson Peacekeeping Centre put it bluntly. "Thay're dhieap, they'rs sasy 10
manipulate.and If they break; you don’t even pesd o fix them. You just get ansthar ong."

Mr. Eyré, a rolitod Canatlan Foraes misjor, sald racruitars use drugs to ute children Int
fighting. In Slerra Leone; he =aid, child saldlers sniffed a mlxture af gunpowder and- vogaine .
while walhing Rambe movies.

Mr, Eyre renafiad encourtering sevarsl chitd soldlers during a irlp to Rwanda In jate 1984,
afler the genaolda where an-estimaled 800,000 podple ware killed pver 100 days.

" a6t  frlend et 8 alfport and:l was teling het that e been stopped at 8 rosdblaak by
these young.chlldren-early in the maring and they had these Kalaghnlkov sutoimatiorifles
and {hey were drurk, and Fadmitied-to hor that | wag scared,” Mr, Eyre sald,

"and she sakito me: Yol should be soared. They'd kil you for a Fanta,"™
(clamibledhonild.en)
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Hullfax wrees:

Ingpiratlonal siery, Fm confusa:i By fhiE statement; “Afler workng-as B securlly auard far an
intarnstional holst shiln, ha wound up v refugae camp and was gent 16 Canada a deceds later for
revettigment Haw did that happen? What conngetions were made firr Ihis mavy o be sent to
Canada, Vimo pald for thig? ’

wsavary wrote:

- VW] What 5 phenemersl persant This 18 & alory of pergeveranes In ihc: oee of romendous
gvarsity, and s people like Mr, Mebrale whows nesd tn weloome hare. s, immlgrans. | hopa ha
Blays In Hetlfax and would:lavo 1o watk wilh Fim some #ay. Talk about deferminatlon...

wiliresy wrota:

M Blias Mebratg, If | cauld hup you | wauld and wigh you (g Dest; | 2ent gvan begin te Imagins the
etronhlas you hava witnexsed god Ihose puorinnogent children, My gid, they ars se yeuag, Thay
hive navar kriew the Jays af ehildhaod, of baing ablé 1o play wih fr'mnd.‘ This story braughl tears lo
iy apas, -

5

dlgoay wrate: !
Cangretu!auona to Mr, Mabmtw What s Insredible alory, Waat incradible courags an hlz pad,

f

uldvalleyglrl wmtm
Gongraluiaiions. Fine dory. Gilnd 1o geg same gosd nows for i shange and now sormsonag
prrsizionee can pay-off, &l 1he bastll

lsnglanny wrotet - - )
Gremt stary Lambig)

LIFE SUCKS wrgte:
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